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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 



1 . Figures 1 A and 1 B should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The language of the claim raises a question as 
to whether the clainn is directed merely to an environment or machine which would 
result in a practical application producing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to form 
the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C 101 . 

Claims 1, 9, 15, 21, 23, 24 recite "displaying the chronological list... for 
enabling...", the language "for enabling" appears to be a statement of intended use. 
Thus the "display step... for enabling" does not actually render the stored multimedia 
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objects. As such, the claim is not a practical application and therefore, is rejected for 
containing non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 10 and 24, recite "...computer usable medium...". Applicant's 
specification, page 21 , lines 5-1 1 , discloses that 

"[E]xamples of computer usable mediums include, but are not limited to: 
nonvolatile, hard-coded type mediums such as read only memories (ROMs) or 
erasable, electrically programmable read only memories (EEPROMs), recordable type 
mediums such as floppy disks, hard disk drives and CD-ROMS, and transmission type 
mediums such as digital and analog communication links, or any signal bearing 
medium." 

The fact that the computer usable medium includes the signal renders the claims 
not statutory because it's not tangle. 

In order to overcome the above 101 rejection, it is suggested that the computer- usable 
medium claims be amended to recite "A computer usable storage medium" to ascertain 
that the claims fall within the statutory classes of § 101 . 

Claims 2-4, 7-8, 13-14, 16, 19-20, and 22 are rejected for fully 
incorporating the deficiencies of their respective base claims by dependency. 

To expedite a complete examination of the instant application the claims rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth below in 
anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four categories 
of invention. 
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Specification 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: "tangible". 

Applicant is suggested to remove the term "tangible" in the claims because there 
is no support for such term in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 7-10, 13-16, and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Cannon et al. ("Cannon") (US 6754715 B1). 

Regarding claims 1, 7, 10, 14, and 15, Cannon teaches a method, computer 
program product, and system for displaying, at a client. Transient messages received 
over a network, the method comprising: 
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a) . storing in a chronological list, independently of a user action, a plurality of 
different multimedia objects each containing at least one transient message when each 
multimedia object is initially rendered at the client (col. 16, lines 44-54; claim 16); and 

b) . displaying the chronological list with control buttons for enabling a 
subsequent rendering of the stored multimedia objects in a forward and backward 
succession, at a user configurable rate in response to a user selection of one of the 
displayed control buttons, wherein the displayed control buttons are independent of any 
playback control djsplayed in conjunction with initially rendering a given multimedia 
object (col. 6, lines 6-24; col. 15, lines 21-35, and claim 16). 

Regarding claims 2 and 16, Cannon further teaches wherein each one of the 
plurality of different multimedia objects is at least one of an animated GIF multimedia 
object, a moving picture type multimedia object, a vector graphic multimedia object, and 
a static image multimedia object (col. 16, lines 41-44). 

Regarding claim 3, Cannon further teaches storing further comprises storing at 
least one of the multimedia objects at the client (col. 7, lines 22-25). 

Regarding claims 4, 8, 13, and 19, Cannon further teaches wherein the step of 
storing further comprises storing at least one of the multimedia objects at a server which 
is in communication over the network with the client (col. 7, lines 1-7; Fig. 1 A, and claim 
16). 
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Regarding claim 9, Cannon teaches a method for displaying, at a client, transient 
messages received over a network, the method comprising: 

a) . storing, at a server which is communicatively connected over the network 
with the client in a chronological list independently of a user action, a plurality of 
different multimedia objects each containing at least one transient message when each 
multimedia object is initially rendered at the clients (col. 16, lines 44-54; claim 16); 

b) . displaying the chronological list with control buttons for enabling a 
subsequent rendering of the stored multimedia objects in a forward and backward 
succession, at a user configurable rate, in response to a user selection of one of the 
displayed control buttons, wherein the displayed control buttons are independent of any 
playback control displayed in conjunction with initially rendering a given multimedia 
object (col. 6, lines 6-24; col. 15, lines 21-35, and claim 16); and 

c) . sending a next sequential given one of the different multimedia objects 
from the chronological list and a corresponding software unit to enable the multimedia 
object to be played in an area of a document allocated to the multimedia object in 
response to a selection of a replay button sent from the server displayed at the client in 
an area of a document allocated to the multimedia object (col. 16, lines 44-54). 

Regarding claim 20, Cannon further teaches means for sending a given one of 
the different multimedia objects from the chronological list and a corresponding software 
unit to enable the multimedia object to be played in response to a selection a replay 
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button sent from server to be displayed at the client in conjunction with the multimedia 
object in an area of a document allocated to the multimedia object (col. 16, lines 44-54). 

Regarding claims 21- 24, Cannon teaches a method and computer program 
product for redisplaying, at a client, at least one transient message displayed in a 
browser, the method comprising: 

a) . identifying a region associated with the at least one transient message 
(col. 4, lines 50-64); 

b) . clipping the region associated with the at least one transient message (col. 
4, lines 50-64); 

c) . storing in a chronological list, independently of a user action, each 
transient message when each transient message is initially rendered by the browser 
(col. 16, lines 44-54; claim 16); and 

d) . displaying the chronological list with control buttons for enabling a 
subsequent rendering the transient messages in a forward and backward succession, at 
a user configurable rate, in response to a user selection of one of the displayed control 
buttons, wherein the displayed control buttons are independent of any playback control 
displayed in conjunction with initially rendering a given transient message (col. 6, lines 
6-24; col. 15, lines 21-35, claims 16 and 26). 



Response to Argument 
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5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 7-10, 13-16, and 19-24 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie Wong whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4120. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9:30am - 6:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CHARLES RONES can be reached on (571 ) 272-4085. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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